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Congress would neither admit their guilt, nor
accept an impartial inquiry. The way the Con-
gress leaders including Mr. Gandhi made light of
the sufferings and complaints of Muslims and
accused them of making false allegations was the
greatest affront they could offer to a virile and
self-respecting people. But all impartial people,,
as also the Viceroy and the British Government,
were impressed with the terrible sufferings of the
Muslims under the Congress regime and the justice
of their claims.
Presumably it was in recognition of the griev-
ances and claims of Muslims that the Viceroy put
forward a definite proposition to ensure smooth
administration both in the provinces and at
the Centre, so that war effort could proceed
unhampered and peaceful conditions be secured-
all over the country. With a view to associating
representatives of Congress, Muslim League and
possibly one or two other parties with the Execu
tive Council of the Central Government, the
Viceroy suggested that a basis of friendly, agree*
ment (not necessarily .the resolution of every
detail of differences) be reached between the*
Congress and the Muslim League in the
cial field, so as to ensure harmonious
at the Centre, The Viceroy made it clear that
this would be an <wf hoc arrangement for the
duration of war, quite distinct from the